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CLAIMS: 



1. A method of creating a document suitable for hard copy reproduction, said 
lethod comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving information from at least one source, said information 
including a plurality of referential links establishing corresponding referential paths 
between components of said information; 

(b) \ defining a physical structure of said document sufficient to reproduce 
said informati^ 

(c) defining a plurality of document links corresponding to said referential 

links; 

(d) assigning a user interpretable functional link to each said document link; 

and 

(e) optimising ^number of said user interpretable functional links by 
assigning plural ones of said ao^cument links to at least an individual one of said 
functional links. 

2. A method according to claim l,\wherein said physical structure comprises at 
least one single page and said functional links comprise at least one indicia printable onto 
said single page, and step (e) comprises merging^ plural ones of said document links to 
form a single said indicia associated with a componcKjt on said page. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2 wherein said physical structure comprises 
plural pages and said functional links comprise at least one out-out tab formed in at least 
one of said pages, and step (e) comprises assigning plural ones o^said document links to a 
single one of said cut-out tabs. 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein at lea^t one said cut-out tab is formed as 
part of a nest of correspondingly located tabs associafed with plural ones of said pages. 
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5. A method according to claim 4 further comprising the step of retaining structure 
definitions of said document in a template! for formatting at least one subsequent 
document in a corresponding fashion. 

6. A method according to claim 4 or 5/ further comprising defining a presentational 
style to said document and applying said m-esentational style to said functional links to 
distinguish said functional links fi'om said components. 



7. A method according to claim 6 further comprising the step of retaining said 

presentational style of said document inp template for formatting at least one subsequent 
document with said presentational style.. 



8. A method according to claifn 

document links and incorporating corrfespond 



9. A method according to claim 

user defined. 



1 further comprising defining content specific 
ing functional links into said document. 



8 wherein said content specific document links are 



10?\ A method according to clajm 1, further comprising the step of associating a 
predetermihqd stylistic layout with s^d optimised functional links so as to vary a hard- 
copy reproduction^ said document. 

11. A method according^to claim 10 wherein said predetermined stylistic layout 
implements the formation of cut-ourtabs as at least some of said optimised functional 
links. 



12. A method according to claim 1, wherein st^ (e) comprises grouping said 
document links according to predetermined criteria associatedN^ith said document links, 
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Jl^ eabb said group having associated therewith at least one corresponding optimised 

^ function^link. 

13. A method according claim 1 or 12 wherein step (e) comprises the sub-steps of: 
5 (ea) importing s^dsinformation into said structure to form said document; 

and 

(eb) applying said optimised links^to said document. 



10 



15 



14. A method according to claim 1 wherein a plurality of said functional links 
comprises corresponding c\it-out tabs linking different pages of said document, and step 
(e) comprises the sub-steps 

(ec) identifying tkose of said document links that either (i) start or (ii) end on 
respective common pages of said document; 

(ed) for each said cojmmon page, grouping together corresponding document 
links identified at step (ec); and 

(ee) providing a cut-obt tab functional link corresponding to each said group 
of document links. 



20 



15. A method according to claim 14, wherein step (ed) further comprises limiting 
each of said groups to plural documentUinks to those that either (i) end on different ones 
of said pages or (ii) start on different onAs of said pages, as the case may be, and step (ee) 
comprises providing a set of nested cut-oW tab functional links, each member of said set 
corresponding to one said document link on the corresponding said group. 



25 16. A method according to claim 15 wherein said groups are formed based upon a 
determinable relationship between corresponding said components of information. 




17. Ali-^ai^horing system for the creation ot^a linear document having non-linear 
referential links, said system including: 
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\ means for specifying a linear document structure and the hyperlinks of a 

hypermedia document; 

mfeans for associating said hyperlinks with physical links able to be formed in 

pages of said\inear document; 

means^r modelling each said physical link using a one-dimensional vector; and 
means for\pptimising an assignment of said physical links to one or more of said 

hyperlinks. \ 

18. An authoring system for the creation of a linear document having non-linear 
referential links, said systeni comprising: 

means for assessing Hyperlinks within a source hypermedia document to which a 
linear document structure is to be applied; 

means for associating said hyperlinks with physical links able to be formed in 
pages of said linear document; 

means for modelling each saiidphysical link using a one-dimensional vector; and 

means for optimising an assignment of said physical links to one or more of said 
hyperUnks. 

19. A system for the creation of a lineV document having non-linear referential 
links, said system comprising: 

means for assessing hyperlinks within a source hypermedia document to which a 
linear document structure is to be applied; 

means for associating said hyperlinks with physical links able to be formed in 
pages of said linear document; \ 

means for modelling each said physical link usina a one-dimensional vector; 

means for optimising an assignment of said physical links to one or more of said 
hyperlinks; 

means for applying said linear document structure and said optimised physical 

„-..„^,.«..™.,..,...-.„.™\.,.. 
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means for reproducing said linear document. 

20. \ A computer program product incorporating a computer readable medium 
incorporating a series of instructions for creating a document suitable for hard copy 
reproduction, said instructions implementing the steps of: 

(aX receiving information from at least one source, said information 
including a plurality of referential links establishing corresponding referential paths 
between components of said information; 

(b) defining a physical structure of said document sufficient to reproduce 
said information; 

(c) definihg a plurality of document links corresponding to said referential 

links; 

(d) assigning a\ser interpretable functional link to each said document link; 

and 

(e) optimising a nuh^er of said user interpretable functional links by 
assigning plural ones of said docun^ent links to at least an individual one of said 
functional links. 

21. A computer program product accoraing to claim 20, wherein said physical 
structure comprises at least one single page and said functional links comprise at least one 
indicia printable onto said single page, and step (e) comprises merging plural ones of said 
document links to form a single said indicia associatedwith a component on said page. 

22. A computer program product according to claini 20, wherein said physical 
structure comprises plural pages and said functional links comprise at least one cut-out 
tab formed in at least one of said pages, and step (e) comprises^assigning plural ones of 
said document links to a single one of said cut-out tabs. 
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23. A computer program product according to claim 22, wherein at least one said 
cut-out tab is formed as part of a nest of coijespondingly located tabs associated with 
plural ones of said pages. 



24. A computer program product according to claim 23 further comprising the step 
of retaining structure definitions of said dodiment in a template for formatting at least one 
subsequent document in a corresponding fi^shion. 

25. A computer program product acjbording to claim 23 further comprising defining 
a presentational style to said document and applying said presentational style to said 
functional links to distinguish said functipnal links from said components. 



26. A computer program product According to claim 25 further comprising the step 



of retaining said presentational style o] 



one subsequent document with said presentational style 



27. A computer program produc 
content specific document links and 
said document. 

28. A computer program product 
document Hnks are user defined. 



said document in a template for formatting at least 



according to claim 20 further comprising defining 
incorporating corresponding functional links into 



according to claim 27 wherein said content specific 



29. ^"""^^-^^mputer program product according to claim 20, further comprising the step 
of associating a preCtetonnined stylistic layout with said optimised functional links so as 
to vary a hard-copy reproductionof^aid^ocument. 
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30\ A computer program product according to claim 29 wherein said predetermined 
stylistls layout implements the formation of cut-out tabs as at least some of said optimised 
functionaliinks. 



} 31. 



A computCTsprogram product according to claim 20, wherein step (e) comprises 
grouping said documeniHinks according to predetermined criteria associated with said 
document links, each said group having associated therewith at least one corresponding 
optimised functional link. 



10 



15 



20 
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32. A computer program product accordk^ to claim 20 wherein step (e) comprises 
the sub-steps of: 

(ea) importing said information into said^^cture to form said document; 

and 

(eb) applying sdid optimised links to said document. 

33. A computer prograrnVroduct according to claim 20 wherein a plurality of said 
functional links comprises corresponding cut-out tabs linking different pages of said 
document, and step (e) comprises the sub-steps of: 

(ec) identifying thosaof said document links that either (i) start or (ii) end on 
respective common pages of said document; 

(ed) for each said comri^on page, grouping together corresponding document 
links identified at step (ec); and 

(ee) providing a cut-out tkb functional link corresponding to each said group 
of document links. 

34. A computer program product according to claim 33, wherein step (ed) further 
comprises limiting each of said groups to plutNal document links to those that either (i) end 
on different ones of said pages or (ii) start on different ones of said pages, as the case may 
be, and step (ee) comprise's providing a set of rtested cut-out tab functional links, each 
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member of said set corresponding to one sa|d document link of the corresponding said 
group. 

35. A computer program product accordfing to claim 34 wherein said groups are 
formed based upon a determinable relationship^ between corresponding said components 
of information. 

3V A system for creating a document suitable for hard copy reproduction, said 
sysrtem comprising: 

first means for receiving information from W least one source, said information 
including^ plurality of referential links establishing corresponding referential paths 
between con^tonents of said information; 

second nieans for defining a physical structure of said document sufficient to 
reproduce said information; 

third means for\defining a plurality of document links corresponding to said 
referential links; 

fourth means for assigning a user interpretable functional link to each said 
document link; and 

fifth means for optimising a number of said user interpretable functional links by 
assigning plural ones of said documeni\links to at least an individual one of said 
functional links. 



37. A system according to claim 36, wherein §aid physical structure comprises at 
least one single page and said functional links comprise at^^least one indicia printable onto 
said single page, and said fifth means comprises means foomerging plural ones of said 
document links to form a single said indicia associated with a coniponent on said page. 



38. A system according to claim 36 wherein said physical structure comprises plural 
pages and said functional links comprise at least one cut-out tab formed^iiKat least one of 
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said page§>^and said fifth means comprises means for assigning plural ones of said 



document links to a single~"one-of.said cut-out tabs. 



39. A system according to claim 38, whterein at least one said cut-out tab is formed 
as part of a nest of correspondingly located taps associated with plural ones of said pages. 



10 




40. A system according to claim 39 fur|her comprising means for retaining structure 
definitions of said document in a template for formatting at least one subsequent 
document in a corresponding fashion. 



41, 



A system according to claim 3!) further comprising means for defining a 



presentational style to said document and 



for applying said presentational style to said 



functional links to distinguish said functioral links from said components. 



^^stem accordin^to claim 43 \ further comprising means for retaining said 
presentational style ofsaia^dociiment in a template for formatting at least one subsequent 
document with said presentational style. 



43. A system according lib claim 36 further comprising means for defining content 
20 specific document links and \ incorporating corresponding functional links into said 
document. 
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44. A system according to cl^m 43 wherein said content specific document links are 
user defined. 

45. ^A^^system according to claim 36, further comprising means for associating a 
predetermined stylisfeHayout with said^ptimised functional links so as to vary a hard- 
copy reproduction of said document. 
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46V A system according to claim 45 wherein said predetermined stylistic layout 
implements the formation of cut-out tabs as at least some of said optimised functional 
links. 

47. A sy^m according to claim 36, wherein said fifth means comprises grouping 
said document links according to predetermined criteria associated with said document 
links, each said grou^aving associated therewith at least one corresponding optimised 
functional link. 



48. 



and 



A system method accordmg claim 36 wherein said fifth means comprises: 
means for importing said infotoiation into said structure to form said document; 



means for app 



comprises correspondii 
means comprises: 

means for iden' 



ying said optimised links to said document. 



49. A system according to claim 36 wherein a plurality of said functional links 



g cut-out tabs linking different pages of said document, and fifth 



ifying those of said document links that either (i) start or (ii) end 
on respective common pjages of said document; 

means for grouping together, for each said common page, corresponding 
document links identifiedl and 

means for providing a cut-out tab functional Hnk corresponding to each said 
group of document Hnks. 



50. A system according to claim 49, wherein further comprising means for limiting 
each of said groups to pluralldocument links to those that either (i) end on different ones 
of said pages or (ii) start on different ones of said pages, as the case may be, and means 
for providing a set of nested^ cut-out tab functional links, each member of said set 
corresponding to one said docurftent link of the corresponding said group. 
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51. A system according to claim 50 wherein said groups are formed based upon a 



determinable relationship between corresponding sai^ components of information. 



5 s: 



document formed u^ng tiie me 



ng tfie method of claim 1 . 



CO 



53. A document formed using the^system of claim 19. 
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